■P;?!„:the_yRBAN^^A^gf^m^EY^for^the^Year_1244. 

in  the  earlier  War  Years  this  Report  is  presented  in  an 
'i'i’r'eviated  interim  form  as  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Healths 

T.'ie  Year  was  remarkable  in  that,  despite  the  variety  of 
i.n^f’iiotious  disease  notified,  there  was,  in  n-'  instance,  any 
large  number  of  cases  involved  and  no  approach  to  epidemic 
conditions.  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  were  practically  absen.’:, 
a.Tic  in  the  latter  disease  the  sole  case  was  in  an  adul.t-  VifhDl.e 
tlmr-vi;  vvas  a number  of  cases  of  Whooping  Cough,  corresponding 
closely  with  the  returns  for  194-35  there  was  an  almoen  coirplcte 
escape  from  Measles,  The  one  case  of  Paratyphoid  would  appear  to 
have  been  contracted  outside  the  District  and  could  not  be  tx'’£.ced 
to  any  local  water  supply. 

The  totals  for  Tuberculosis  for  the  past  three  years  remain 
very  constant  while  the  death  rate  from  the  pulmonary  type  of 
this  disease  is  slightly  higher  than  that  for  the  Country 
generally. 

Vital  Statistics  show  that  the  Birth  Rate  is  higher  than  that 
generally  prevailing  while  the  Infantile  Mortality  is  less  than 
half  of  that  for  England  and  Wales.  The  General  Death  Rate  is 
slightly  below  that  of  the  Country,  The  high  figure  for  Illegitima' 
Births  may  be  accouted  for  by  the  facilities  offered  in  the  District 
and  of  recent  origin,  to  meet  this  requirement  and  servicing  a 
considerable  area  of  the  County, 

The  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District  are  dealt  with  in  the 
relevant  sections  of  this  Report,  Particular  attention  during  the 
Year  was  directed  to  scavenging  and  allied  services  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  difficulties  experienced  will,  as  soon  as  possible 
be  overcome  v/ith  the  introduction  of  more  modern  sewage  facilities 
and  the  consequent  more  congenial  working  for  the  Council’s 


labourers 
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The  Medical  Officer  takes  this  opportunity  of  thankina  your 
0-,:iita.ry  Inspector  for  his  close  collaboration  and  a.ssistaric.> 
in  the  compilation  of  this  Report# 

ST.QTION  A,  STATISTICS  cS:  SOCI/1j  CONDITIONS. 

Area  ( in  acres  ) 3jOOO, 

Register  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  7>867* 
'loc  of  inhabited  houses  ( end  of  1944  ) 

according  to  rate  books  r. e j ^ ^ . 2 , 179  • 

i^e  abl  e Value  .£lS  j074'o 

onn.i  represented  by  one  penny  rate  e « . = . w « ^ ^ ^ , t ■.  2£72“12-’Os 
Persons  per  acre  ( calculated  on  population  ,)  2,^6.. 

Irom  the  Register  General's  estimate  of  population  it  Y,nd'i'. 
'be  noted  that  there  has  been  practically  no  change  in  the 
iromber  of  residentsfrom  the  preceding  year.  This  is  at 
variance  with  the  figure  shov/n  in  neighbouring  Districts 
where  the  return  of  evacuees  and  other  displaced  persons 
has  caused  a decline  o#  permanent  residents  to  be  shown. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Pr/E  BIRTHS. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . . . . 

. 68 

, 147 

Illigitimate 

. 14  0 . . . , 

. 41 

Totals 

. 82  

. 188  ■ 

Birth  rate  per 

1000 

estimated  population 

b • 23  1)  9 

Birth  rate  per 

1000 

estimated  population 

England  and  Vilales 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  .... 

, 1 

, 2 

Illegitimate  , , 

....  1 ... 

, 1 

Rato  per  1000  total  ( live  and  still  ) births  ....  l5o7 
DEATHS. 


Males  Females  Total 

Total  no.  of  deaths  49  37  •••••  86 
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jjEATHS  Contd. 


Death  rate  per  1000  population 10^9 

Death  rate  per  1000  population 

England  and  Wales  _ 11#6 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  21*3 


All  infants  per  1000  live  births 

England  and  Wales  , ^ c ^ -t  • . 46 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  live 

legitimate  births  . » , » . c * * c « « * = - . * ^ 20^^ 

Illegitimate  infa.nts  per  1000  live 

illegitimate  births  c w 

Total  number  of  infant  deaths  ••••••.  Legiivim-eoe 

* • • • • Illegi  U 

TOTaLi  » , f, 


DEATHS . 

From:-  Cancer  ( all  ages  ) 21 

Measles  ( all  ages  ) ...o.* 
Whooping  Cough  ( all  ages  ) 
Diarrhoea  ( under  2 years  ) 1 

lAMtERNAL  MORTAL  IT  Y . 

Under  this  heading  there  were  no  deaths. 


CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  DB;iTH> 

Tuberculosis  ( all  forms  ) 5 

Cancer  21 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  ••«••••••  7 

Heart  Disease  and  Circulatory 

Disturbances  13 

Respiratory  Diseases  11 

Violence  7 


SECTION  B. 


General  Provision  for  Health  Services  in  District 
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AIOJLAyCE. 

Im  common  with  other  Authorities  pr-ovif^-in^  this  sci'v' 
difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  providing  adequate  faciiiiit 
in  the  form  of  drivers;  this, in  the  main,  being  due  to  shorten' 
of  mam-power*  A general  survey  of  charges  was  made  and  these 
were  revised  with  a view  to  securing  economic  working  and  also 
to  meet  the  case  of  individual  travelling  in  association  with 


other  patients*  The  old  airtbulair^co ae'^ter  useful  service,  has 
been  decided  unfit  for  further  use  and  a now  vehicle  has  been 


ordered  and  is  expected  to  be  delivered  early  in  the  Few  Yeo.re 


This  should  provide  a carriage  of  supoi'icr  o;u.alit; 
greatly  appreciated  by  the  users o Trom  the  ilu'^  ■ 
vas  discarded  the  authority  has  been  depeiident  on 


' and  should  O': 
hc^  am'br:la:;}ce' 
rhat  o-'m-r  'y- 


Oakengates  Council  and  such  facilities  offered  have  been  rrlJ 
eialntained*  As  a result  of  this  interworkiirt  and  t/»o  \incortolnty 
of  the  general  service  over  the  larger  indusu:''-'  ri  a-rea..^  r.  ac- 
operative  working  has  been  visualied  and  discassions  are  to  taku 
place  between  the  Councils  concerned  in  the  eastern  Gnoupi 


It  is  felt  that  a dependable  service  should  be  able  to  be  formed, 
centred  in  the  more  industrial  parts  and  able  to  be  co-erdinated 
with  a wider  County  Scheme. 

iBiCTIQF  C,  SANITABY  CIRCUMSTTiFCES  OF  THE  A RET.;, 

SCdVYFGING. 

Two  vehicles  have  been  in  use;  one  open  motor-powered  for 
the  collection  of  refuse,  and  the  other,  horse'-drav/n,  for  the 
collection  of  night-soil.  Both  vehicles  are  old  and  it  is  anv/ic- 
ipated  that  these  will  be  replaced  shortly,  by  more  modern  c:piip>’ 
ment*  A fortnightly  collection  has  been  the  aim,  and  despite  lUx 
inclusion  of  additional  labour,  this  work  was  falling  behind  at 
the  end  of  the  Year.  This  particularly  with  regard  to  night-soil 
collection.  This  again  has  been  in  common  with  conditions  found 


in  Neighbouring  Districts  where  the  labour  difficulties  have  not 
been  easily  surmounted.  Changes  have  been  made  in  the  general 
policy  of  this  Council  in  relationship  to  trading  concerns  whero 
a charge  is  now  made  for  refuse  removal  and  in  the  parochial 
restriction  of  service  - an  extension  having  been  made  to  and 


:: 


M : . . . ■ 1 ~ 


Scavenging  Cont) 

into  the  area  of  the  Shifnal  Coumcili  v/hich  area,  being  coi^* 
^ren.lent  for  collection,  Dawley  Council  are  now  including  in 
L;''->lr  round*  The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  reported  a lack  of 
ui  iLformity  in  the  receptacles  used  by  individual  householders* 
■;.Lis  lack  of  standard  dustbins  has  not  only  undesirable  hygienic 
eoiAsequences  but  also  adds  considerably  to  the  work  of  the 
collectors* 

This  work  has  been  undertaken  by  the  Women's  Voluntary 
toi’vice  and  a variation  from  a fortnightly  to  a monthly  cell  oa'.  ■ . 
has  been  the  aim  - this  according  to  the  demand  and  nature  of  I t,'.; 
lioroict*  Where  the  loads  have  been  cumbersome  the  Local  Author’- 
I'cy  has  offered  cartage  facilities*  The  whole,  to  the  Council, 
is  worked  on  a non-profit  making  basis*  In  addition  to  salvage, 
a dook-Lrive  has  been  held  and  of  the  books  collected  some  were 
■jesi-vitched  to  the  Forces,  some  to  the  .r.iibrarios,  and  the  remainde 
to  salvage* 

VETvim  INFESTATION, 

A working  arrangement  has  been  in  fo:oce  with  the  County 
Council  to  deal  with  the  infestation  of  i-ats*  lio  major  nuisenceo 
have  arisen,  but  calls  have  been  made  on  their  Officer  on  seme 
five  occasions  to  deal  with  small  colony  growths* 

Few  complaints  have  been  made  from  householders  regarc’.rng 
nuisances  caused  by  bugs  or  fleas,  but  such  as  have  arisen  have 
been  treated  by  the  Zaldecide  method  of  spraying* 

So  far  as  clothing  is  concerned,  little  has  been  able  to  be 
done  PS  there  are  no  steam  disinfector  facilities  available  in 
the  area. 6 

The  main  service  has  continued  to  come  from  the  neighbour in 
Authority  of  Much  Wenlock*  This  supoly  hevs  been  limited  and,  a'r 
times  the  local  shortage  has  been  acute » The  monthly  supply  'jCo 
been  86^,  667  gallons  and  the  local  pumping-  plant  has  cawrago:. 
19  hrs  43  minutes  per  day.  The  consumption  has  been  25  ga.lls  r.ci 
head  of  the  population  per  day^  The  water  has  been  chlorinated 


i 


f 


r7\d  has  been  examined  in  that  state*  Early  in  the  Year 5 sampler 
ana-lysed  were  found  to  give  unsatisfactory  results*  Repeated 
tests  were  made  at  short  intervals,  and,  by  increaared  chlorin- 
ation, at  the  end  of  about  six  weeks  a reliable  supply  suitable 
for  household  purposes  was  again  secured.  Few  new  household 
connections  have  been  made  and  there  has  been  no  change  in  the 
nimiber  dependent  on  stand-pipes* 

It  is  hoped  in  the  near  future  to  obtain  a dual  supply^ 
the  riain  still  from  Wenlock  Borough  .'■nd  a relief  line  from 
vriifnal.  This,  with  the  reduction  of  sapply  to  Wellington 
O'  'gates  by  schemes  already  ir  hand  by  these  AuthoritiOvS*. 
oleulj.  solve  the  problem  of  continued  shortage  in  the  Districts 

^ DISPOSAL, 

The  service  of  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  is  limited. 

Plans  are  in  hand  to  construct  new  works  and  improve  the  sewers 
and  it  is  to  be  trusted  that  these  will  be  furthered  as  soon  as 
possible.  By  adopting  a more  modem  and  extensive  scheme  the 
Town  will  benefit,  not  only  in  improved  hygiene,  but  also  in  the 
reduction  of  collection  from  privies  and  pail-closets.  The 
present  sewage  outfalls  have  been  supervised  aiii  created  as 
necessary  - this  to  maintain  the  status  quo.  A small  nuruhor  cl 
nev7  corjnections  have  been  made  to  the  water-carriage  system. 
Approach  has  also  been  made  to  schools  in  the  District  in  need 
zt  Che  service  to  adopt  these  very  desirable  facilities. 

-'-arly  in  the  year  a partial  survey  of  houses  was  made  to 
fornm.late  an  opinion  as  to  the  needs  of  the  District.  This  was 
not  completed,  but  it  is  well  known  to  the  Committee  the  urgent 
needs  of  the  District.  At  present  the  Housing  list  has  increased 
and  there  have  been  many  calls  from  persons  sc:''ving  in  the  Force o. 
for  accommodation.  Fifty  Temporary  Houses  wer.j  '•-11  ocated  to  th? 
ibcea*  As  has  been  generally  experienced  nothiiig  m-vro  or,::'  .0, 

minor  repairs  have  been  able  to  be  carried  out:)  no  major  -re- 
constructions taking  place.  Up  to  the  end  of  'the  year  few 


vHc uRing  Cents ) 

ri'J.f'fl.culties  have  been  experienced  with  itinerant  dwel3-ere  la 
caravan  Sis 


The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  as  the  greatest 
difficulties  have  been  experienced  in  obtaining  .execution  of 
essential  repairs  to  properties,  that  as  soon  as  the  War  ends 
first  priority  will  be  given  to  labour  for  Builders  and  to 
building  materials^  'to  ease  the  situation  v\rh:.ah  becomes  more 
aggravated  as  time  goes  on# 


INSPECTION  N 


•:?  r 


OJ  FOODo 


The  District  continued  to  ce  served  wl^h  meat  iron  thv 
'.'■v  .ev-’a"..  ./oattoir  at  Shrewsbury  o Such  liiea’c  at  i required  reiKspecv- 
j h.  s been  done  locally  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  none  of 
vrh.L-:  - vrac  condemned*  Other  foods  for  examination  have,  as  a rulo- 
been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Sanitary  Department  by  the 
local  retailers  and  the  following  table  gives  the  substance  of 


such  condemned  and  confiscated  foodstuffs# 

Bacon yoj  lbs. 

Flour  b*  • 397  lt)S. 

Canned  goods • 3394  « 

Pres erve s * * lb s j 

Pulses  (Plain  & ground).  4-99  loao 

Batter , suet  and  cheese ......... ..... . 132 


1,447'^'  lbs. 

■''Orel  for  Year  - 12  cwt,  3 qrs,  I9  lbs*  ” “ 


-.1 . ’ ' 'v.‘.  -'.c  ii.iE  . 

Tiie  County  Education  Department  have  still  continued  the 
use  of  a Central  Cooking  Depot  in  the  Area,  supplying  schools  ii. 
the  no.ignb.oiii'hood.  In  association  with  this  difficulties  have 
been  experiGreed  in  the  trapping  of  the  greasy  effluent  and  in  th 
genePral  drainage  of  the  promisosa  This  has  been  slow  to  be 
rectified,  r-n  additionj  the  disposal  of  orgaro,,--  matter  in  the 
form  of  vegetable  waste  has  had  a nuisance  va:Li;,c  ar-d  should  be 
improvedo  Some  betterment  on  the  removal  of  ■■■VlZ  lioo 

been  achieved. 


MILK  & DAIRIES 


Number  of  Accredited  Licences  

Number  of  Pasteurisation  Licences  1.  (Supplem/vn- 

tar'^v 

There  are  twenty  eight  cowkeepers  and  thirty  four 
dairies  in  the  District  the  premises  of  which  are  subject  to 
periodic  inspection. 

SECTION  F.  PRBV;iLENCE  OF  & CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  & iVLLIED 


DISW^SES^ 

The  following  table  giv.e  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 


diseases  notified  during  the  »■; 

he.  aths:- 

ir  together 

with  the 

number  of 

Disease. 

Cases  notified. 

Deaths,  ' 

1944. 

1943  e - 

Scarlet  Fever  «... 

2. 

4, 

i 

Diphtheria, • • • 

1. 

2. 

Whooping  Cough 

34. 

41.' 

- 

Measles . * w 

2. 

121. 

Pneumonia, 

9. 

26.. 

•• 

Paratypho  id  • 

1. 

- 

tm 

Erysipelas 

1. 

1, 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. ...••• 

1. 

•• 

Puerperal  Pyrexia, 

1. 

2. 

- 

INCIDENCE  OF  DISEASES  IN  VARIOUS  AGE  GROUPS. 


Years* 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping  Cough* 

Measles*  | 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female  • 

Male. 

Female. 

Male  , 

Femal  ■ ‘ 

I*-* 

. 

•• 

— 

mm 

er^ 

mm> 

2 

6 

mm 

1 

r»'^  \ 

1 

cn. 

3“ 

- 

- 

" 

3 

3 

- 

■ 

^ «» 

- 

1 

— 

6 

13 

- 

, 

• 

10- 

- . 

1 

mu 

a* 

mm> 

- 

mm 

*■ 

mm 

am 

- 

m 

1 

1 

m ■ 

25- 

- . 

«4 

1 

mm 

mm 

- 

— 

A 


T 


i* 


Years. 

Pneumonia. 

Paratyphoid, 

1 

Erysipelas®  | 

Male, 

female • 

Male . 

Female • 

Male , 

Female. 

0 

5 

1 

mm 

mm 

mm 

f* 

m 

mm 

15 

2 

4m 

1 

- 

- 

mm 

1 

45 

2 

1 

. 

- 

- 

^ 1 

65 

3 

— . i 

— 

■ 

- 

- 

1 

1 

" 1 

i 
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SCABIES. 

There  is  no  reoorri  c:'-'  ar,.;/  easc-.s  having  been  treated 
at  the  Centre  at  Newport  ourlng  the  /ear®  Whi.l.e  a nuiuber  of 
cutients  report  in  the  more  industrial  parts  of  tne  County 
:;v;rierally  it  may  be  said  that  this  contageon  is  allowing  definite 
signs  of  a dacline  in  frequency® 


DIPHTIIBR  lA  IMiUNISAT  ION . 

The  bi-annual  return  submitted  to  the  Ministry  -of  Health 


for  the  period  ending  December  31st*  19^4  was  as  follows 


Age  over  1 
year  but 
under  5 

5 years  and 
over  but 
under  15 

1 Total 

No,  of  children  ( including 
temporary  residents  ) who 
completed  the  full  course  of 
immunisation  between  1st,  Jan, 
and  31st.  December  1944, 

60 

5 

65 

Approx,  estimated  no.  of 
children  in  the  Authority ' s 
APiar  at  31st,  December  1944. 

793 

1163 

19?6 

'd  cf  child  population  . 

o - •‘■'Cj.dered  to  be  immunised 
■ it  jlst.  December  1944,  1 

76*25% 

8808% 

i 

The  working  of  this  scheme  continues  under  dual  administration.. 


the  County  Health  Department  administering  the  clinical  control?* 


Such  cases  as  are  treated  by  the  Private  Doctor  are  reported  to 


the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


TUBERCULOSIS, 


The  number  of  Notified  Cases  on  the  Register  at  December 
31st.  1944  and  the  comparative  figures  for  1942  and  1943  sre  as 
follows;- 


r. 

iCtiiC 


( 10  1 


Ma 

les 

Females 

To't' 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non -Pulmo  nary 

■ 1944 

34 

36 

37 

35 

ZA-r'. 

1943 

36 

36 

38 

34 

144 

1942 

34 

39 

36 

33 

142 

New  Cases 


Pulmonary 

'7 


Non-Pulmcnary 

9 


ijri.TH  RATES. 


DAWLSYe 

vK-j.lli  Rate  from  Pulmonary  T.  per  1,000  .63 

.:  ;:,oh  Rate  from  Non-Pulmonary  To  B*  , 

per  1,000 


Total 

9 


& W^lLvi: 


.r\ 

a'')  '\J 


.11 


To ^al  Death  Rate  ( all  forms  ) 


.63  .61 


There  were  ^ deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  4 males  and 
1 female. 


NEVf  CASES  km  MORTALITY. 


Age  Group* 

New  Cases, 

Deaths* 

Pulmonary, 

Non-Pulmonary, 

PllllQOIlcl!Py  • 

Non-Pulmonary  « 

M, 

F. 

M, 

F, 

M, 

F, 

M, 

F. 

0 - 15. 

- 

•> 

m 

- 

.. 

5 - 15. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 25. 

- 

2 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

25  - 35. 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3?  ■'  4-5. 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

■■  y A>5» 

- 

- 

wm 

1 

90 

- 

5 ? - 

- 

- 

90 

1 

- 

«>S  1 

i 

; 

'.L  ' - ■*  . 0 

3 

1— 

4 

1 

! 

1 

1 

4 

1 

V 1 

1 

The  nunfoer  of  doeths  cm  this  disease  in.  the  Yecj?  was 


( ll^a-^es...and  10  , DAWLEY  ENGL.1ND  & WALES. 

Death  rate  per  1,000^000  living  1944o,  2,669  l5723» 

1943..  l:^904c  1,723« 

....  0 — - 0 --  o ---» 

28th  August  1945.  W.  A.  M.  STEWART, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health© 
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